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From cartoon characters with
human teeth 1o BDSM imagery and
hidden prison tattoos, self-taught
artist Kavi speaks about solitude,
weirdness and the strange freedom
of obsession. By Oliver Roberts

® Revwen 2pim and dpim on any gven e, you'T Rl lee
greulal ling beer stathomaiy bike. The momi b5 Dick with Inoemse,
wannobds and echovn musdc D foal of her, cneghd i shaft of
sundight, are [ve ariworks n progree: Do cemvases, o phols
prinds and 3 murd. Now' and thew, she lans over fo wrile
someihing in O nolebook bedlde her "There's o Siresd beiween
all five pieres” she saye 1 st with 2 mask and thes sets (e
tome for evervthing e in he series”

Mk, The word aiifaces olten in our ¢omrations. T oo
oot et Witk foo, S mmetines lieeally, sompetinaes i
suggesalion. Even ihe wrilst's s b5 2 mosk Rt Zimbatawean
whang for “Lake™. *0 ooanes lrom e sSragilhe of being sl oghl.”
b svs of the mime. "1 pover el ke 3 real artist, 5o Tl become
it Ahingg I Ve mvissd Dok ™ Thesl chviabil Siovines alvenl bn s
o et Tymene Salmon, owner of Art Eve Gallery which sells
KayTs an. befieves she conld cmerge as ihe voloe of & new
generation, He sivs people walk inin ihe gallery and sty
becomee “hesoiied” with e warlc

Whien Salmon s2ys i, the three of w5 ane staisbing in e
gallery ahimiring one of ber pieces. and Ko recoils sBahily,
almiost sk Shi Iets oall @ lamigh | becaite Nemidliad With ovier The
e | apetil with ber: e of S guick ha's, (wen @ long inbale

K otk mvis comstanily Beivoen ploy e md anedse.
O vt youl're Iooking at versimes of Pink Panibes or
Caarfinrlel Tioed witk lesman deeth one of them ekl The next.
vindege pamegraphy prings popaiaiad by caioon charaoivns
wate buing Drvam i rrngins o jobing b Kermsil and Wi Pigoy
sturud Mumbad by B o windien o BOSM Litex salls & Powesjuill
T3 wearing 3 simp-on penetraies anaoiber from behind Tow
styline] Forbys wishiing anéme-ipioed wands o w iove

= tiarm page for the full stary



16 | LIFESTYLE ART

= continesd lrom previeul pages

The cartone kil 15 2 nod o onestalgls
“Chilihread Wias an cader limie,” she s
Hul the collissomn beiwesn lnnocenoe amd
sorretbing darker gives (he work an
weetiting churge.

There's hustiour o 1, coriuinly, b in wsme
prleces ibe charieciers appear brigped bede
s framse againe (heir Will, dov eves unid
exaggeralind smiles sinficiind over somehing
choser i boart, confusion. Pl K i the
wink bs mul sl 4 boss of nnocence,

A hauiblul of dhes, she s visid &
membwrs-only sex cab, Whn | sk whethir
B wie Bor pesenrch or sinple curiosity, dhe
Ernehs imgo thal Lumiliss Lugh, “1 wistled o
see, like "

St praarses, s @ tin fmom ber pocket
amd places @ nicone pouch on hor wogoe,

=1 wenl om (e fegulis Bandione
HESM nighis You con e in 8 coflfin, iy
oul e Loy masks, ges soepped on or
e simmene a0 kaives acros Sour bk,
1 el oo B M- come wies s, N ome wias
et Inrmiioted pmless ey wonbed in
b midliased ™

Art i senson experience

Tamse 2pu to G (s Gy prceealdy )
Seenl: My

Soanck Teihno (high BFM, hypotic)

Tiitm o sowme of Kond™s canmamses. amd
yiraTl Bl bestouetions im biw hest o
eaperience e She wimis the work i
Fumction 3 o kind of ssmaesibetic encoumies,
mmirmrang e conifitiones andor which many

I'SPEND SO MUCH TIME

LIF]

CSENTENCE. BUT T

off her pheces are crested

Shie beliews wv il @ ook, wihise fisisk s
Tl w0t the oo for everyThing thal lolkas
T mmsic she listems o, the scents s Inorms,
shaaps W colinaes andd inagery il emerge.
Garadually. e Dve vorks setile lnio i odd
coleremoe, ofe ying ondy really recognlse o
vioun sk bonking and beygin fovling stesd,

Detspbe e seteminn ber work atraces in
the Tomrwanvs gallery. Ky seisses @ cenain
Tesitation mmeong becal viswers, as thomth
they g o ling the work raihwr than
stepyping hlly Toside i

Vet perbod, sbe sobd her pleces ihmosgh o

ALONE PAINTIN

Kayf Artist

US- bused online platform. “Americans s
sty g ik he wielriliess of oy an” she
sy, ~Sonlh Alvicans deed 1o b coaned They
temdd iy prvler mone atvtract st ey ne med
1o Wi (hey issdirsiand

Lin vy Warvs, il Bersbon feels cemmtrud o
e irportasios of Ky Ms works South Alrican
an i oftem expectod o arrive aeally
citegurianl pobillcalh legibie. aesthethlh
Dumibier ensily located within axsing
marrilives. sround G idemity or the
comtinene (vl

Wyl sty this InstincUioly. Born 1o
Ulkcrusdysian tniosibied aril Fimbabwvens Lidtier

0 THATIT FELLS LIKE A
S ONE | CHOSE. I'M HAPPY TO SERVE IT

Ber wirk oocupies o far mon wstalke
erratn, one shuged s omiaeh by ieerme
culfure. rave aesthelics and ghotul image
overinad as by geograptn or irsbiton

Wil thds e husal w fr neaty insdde
expeciation iy be procisely wihd ghves e
wurk lis comiemporany rekam s

Byl hersadl sesmmis 1o shill & ame) out of
Juseves s poachy che samme way e bey wearl,
Do minaie she appears shy; (e e she's
el you, unprmgeed. aboot being ool with
knves ai 3 wex cheh

Her by i eoveral With fatiom of carioon
clurscters dancing happlly e io plrses

JULY 5, 2026 Sundag Times

fike “Laser™ anad "Up ol might got dessons o
g™, Wil | st mubstake for dimgsles ms
Ol b e iy Brons plovcings.

(Grnwing up i Fimbsataoe, st stroggbed
Mo ek friends 28 & child. =) ws weind ™
Al sivel. bissteaid, she spenl bag afernoons
al e Rowal Hbwsry. She colleciad objects
fromn the ground as she walked home
Seenewhiere in (his solitary world she abss
Tearned io sew, 2 skill she now usies
cress hor sk

"l s RO I Sosiet Ukraine B ws
WO O ChTes, 80 Ty i made ours
whien we were kids,” she peculls i dedbnitely

i i haander bo B in,
i 1 lovend alaving with
Eabries

There's a level o
Prochaicid procision
runnimy throwmgh ihe work
[t Tl Increasbmg®y o
within Comslemipanary ari’y
il eawiinds st and
abtrwction. As well ax the
branel - stipcbied musks,
haryls cumvases slesw
lvers of pakny, varmish,
inllage wad tevture buill
oy il defiberately.

Even the miosl chatic
pleces el @ obsessive atention i desil
up clase, hididen symisols and surfaes
emmbiediled carelully benosil e Bodse.

Web ol compulsion

Tha Bl e s et b Mebille,
myerming is overcast. ko | leave he howse,
Byt preesmes prves D0 you v o Daey b
Fspend all my ime in leadphones so my ears
ddon't resally Bkt the oold.”

Laber, 29 we walk the streves boossing
Hurdl siores dn] stoggikng io nn idense, |
st (e drtese and dull 0 seem e
porfect oonditions i tay e and make
i P furgolsen one (st detl

“Whisth IFs orvencist on raloing, e ekl
Rals Toc Bonad fin iy, she s "1 gt
impratiend becanis | constandy want 1o peint.

Pk it fho gallery wor stan i Bond of W
uiniing of & ger: Look closely and youll dee
s s s coveted L Lafloos, Do shiows 5
churin smaprping aroumd & thick nicke Anolher,
i cairadhy rivg of the Seind K iesied do ey
Trimm b shep b Toliwaya O e dgers
elbow, & spldirwel: 3 prison Gl wors b
muark years seent bethind bars,

eyl nalhes sbhotn ber fowe of pesteire, snd
the frick af hiding things ndde o puinting To
e, Dy beed Hke rewoards of messages,
Btk Tour D piorson willing b sop 3 Tk
chomsar b the work.

Wi et b0 thee agridherwely sl fram
hieve (el Uil i conversatin about e,
prarprose and Dt rings thai hiskd s capive.
For befior or worse

=1 ageemnd a0 much Bmae aloie painting Gt
i feechs i 3 e senience " she sivs "Bl #i's
o | ohose 1'm fappy o serve 15

s overk 2 e vt ut At Eyw Gollary, Damburm
Sepaare. Poormeps stietey i




