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EDUCATION: Some of the guests during the campaign which was aimed at raising awareness about the violation of rights of people
with albinism in Johannesburg recently.
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PEOPLE with albinism do not only live
with the condition, but also face mul
tiple forms of discrimination because
it 1s still profoundly misunderstood,
socially and me<iically

Skin Deep, & sertes of ofl paint
ings by Durbanrbased artist Lae Scott
Hempson, Is a body of work that aims
to tackle the stigma and ignorance
around albinism and the complex
issues around ritusl murder and fem-
leide.

Wednesday, June 13 was Inter

pational Albinism Awareness Day and
yesterday Hempson showeased her
body of work at the Art Eye Gallery
In New Doornfontein,

The inspiration for Hempson's ser

1es follows the murder in Mpumalanga
of a 13yvear-old girl living with albin.
ism

Gablsile was abducted from her
home with her nepbew in the mid:
dle of the night. The two children
were  dismembered
and thelr remains
dumped In & swamp
They were abducted
bocause Gabisile was
an albino

Hempson was par
ticularly moved by
the murders because
of the treatment of
people with albinism

There Is 4 belief In certain parts of
Alfrica that the body parts of people
with albinism have powerful spiritual
energy when creating umuthi

Human sacrifice is
real, it's happemng mk"wo are willing to
and it’s here

“Human sacrifics is real, it's bap
pening and it's here,” she said,

Art Eye Gallery manager Non-
hlanhla Mahlangu said: *The gallery
thought that this story needed to be
told. We take risks in terms of what
stories we wish to tell
1o soclety and what
our artists work talks
about.

@ those risks and
g0 the extra mile and
say this Is something
that is relevant in our
contemporary soci
oty and people need to be aware of it."

Skin Degp © rsists of two bodies
of work link . (0 albinlsm, the one
of wmuthi abductions and the other
of identity and albinism

The artist painted portraits of
people living with albinism and the
other are a form of anoNymous por
traiture with a message.

The faces of a number of paint
ings portray faces divided Into two
which depict a different story in each
half. This portrays dichotomy in a
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human belng and the various layers
of a person

In Pretty in Pink, one half shows
an Innocent girl with a pink back-
ground with childish images of
flowers and stick people to symbolise
innocence

The other half depicts the outline
of a face with drawings of roads,
funerals and coffins

Hempson also wanted to project
positivity in her work through por
tralts of young people. In a palnting
called Nkanyiso, there Is a portralt of
a young man with albinism standing
with his fist up proudly and the insig-
nin of a Navajo eagle behind him

"Artists see something and | think
it's & place of privilege to be able
to paint someone and I believe that
Nkanyiso should be a spokesperson
for albinism because he is really
dynamic,” she sald

The Art Eye Gallery was estal-
lished In 2013 by Tyrone Selmon and
focuses on cultivating young emer
ging talent among South African art-
518
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