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LIFESTYLE By Josh Truter

The Design Quarter has, over 
the years, gained the reputation 
for being one of the most 
inspiring décor destinations in 

Johannesburg. It’s small wonder that this has 
become home to the vibrant and dynamic 
investment art gallery, Art Eye. Josh Truter 
visited the gallery and had a chat with Tyrone 
Selmon and Sanele Manqele (who prefer to 
be referred to as ‘Art Eye’) about what makes 
good investment art.

JT: How long has the Art Eye Gallery been open?
Art Eye: The gallery has been in its current format at Design 
Quarter since February 2013 and we are already bursting at the 
seams, so we will be expanding soon. We also have a satellite 
gallery in Hermanus which we opened in January 2014 – called 
Art Eye Hermanus: The Collective. It’s on the main harbour road 
and it attracts a lot of international tourists.

Start your own  
Art Collection 

JT: How do you source artists?
Art Eye: Sometimes artists come in and see us and sometimes 
it’s by word-of-mouth, an artist may know another artist and 
may refer them. We’re trying to encourage artists from other 
countries to send us their art, too. There are also occasions 
when people come in with art works that have been in their 
family for generations and ask us to look for a buyer for them. 
Art that’s valuable could come in and go out in a matter of days.

JT: What kind of people buy from you?
Art Eye: We get a lot of first time buyers who are wanting to 
build up art collections. Then there are the high end collectors 
of art and people who are specifically looking for works of 
the ‘masters’ such as Irma Stern, Pierneef, Alexis Preller and 
Robert Hodgins. Our unique collection allows for even the least 
experienced collector to find unique pieces of work that reflect 
their own aesthetic and will inevitably enrich the narrative of 
their lives.

Entering the fascinating world of art and growing 
an appreciation of the artists that grace this planet 
is a bit like stepping into another dimension.
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JT: What advice 
would you give 
someone starting an 
art collection for the 
first time?
Art Eye: Well, firstly, 
we don’t “sell” 
people on art. An art 
collection should be a 
visual representation 
of who you are. We 
recommend that you 
buy art that you love. 
We’ll introduce you to 
the works of certain 
artists and allow you 
time to engage with 
the art pieces. If you 
like the style of a 
particular artist but 
can’t find quite what 

you want, we can commission them 
to produce something for you.

JT: That can be very time-consuming. 
What if a client is very busy?
Art Eye: If a client has just moved to 
SA or has moved into a new home 
and doesn’t have any suitable art, 
we can compile a collection for them. 
Then we’ll visit the house, take a 
few photos and measurements and 
ask the client what types of artworks 
they like. We’ll send examples 
electronically so they can pick out 
the aesthetic style that suits them. 
Then we’ll go and hang pictures and 
position sculptures and leave them 
there on appro for a few days so that 
they can get a feel for the collection. 
Then they buy the pieces that they 
want and we take the rest back to 
the gallery.

LIFESTYLE



DAINFERN

18

LIFESTYLE

JT: Can people “hire” art works?
Art Eye: We don’t offer that kind of service to private individuals, 
but for corporates we offer a service where we rotate artworks and 
charge them a monthly fee, depending on the artworks that they 
choose. Legal firms and large mining houses, in particular, enjoy 
this arrangement.

JT: Are all the artworks that you handle expensive?
Art Eye: Prices range from as little as R500 into the millions. We 
recently sold an Irma Stern painting for R14-million but we also 
have art works that you can buy for just a few thousand rand. We 
understand that it’s hard to earn a living, so when you spend on 
your art collection, you should be buying art that’s worth something 
and has intrinsic value. We sell art that we believe will appreciate in 
value over time, we’re not interested in selling “fashionable” art that 
may become dated after a while. We like to ensure that our clients 
make educated decisions, which is why we send out “Start Your 
Own Art Collection” electronic flyers fortnightly, introducing both 
known and unknown artists and we have a very active Facebook 
page, with over 25 000 likes from all over the world. (Our Facebook 
page name is Art Eye Gallery). This helps our clients to get 
acquainted with what’s available and what’s new.

JT: Do you sometimes stage exhibitions?
Art Eye: Yes, we do. We host about one exhibition a month in our 
gallery space in The Design Quarter, where we invite guests to 
enjoy art, have a glass of wine and partake in great conversations 
with some light jazz playing in the background. We also host pop 
up exhibitions in and around South Africa, in places where we do 
not have permanent gallery space. We have collaborated with 

some amazing spaces like The Studio in Kalk Bay, Cape Town, 
where we hosted “The Mini Masterpieces” exhibition and we also 
have a “The Art Eye Team l” exhibition that takes place at the 
end of every year at Youngblood Arts and Culture Foundation’s 
exhibition space called Beautifull Life Building on Bree Street in 
Cape Town. We currently have art works on display at the Saxon 
Hotel in Sandhurst, here in Johannesburg, too.

JT: Any last words of advice?
Art Eye: Art collections should take time. The greatest gift that Art 
Eye brings to the table is that we provide accessibility. Through 
us, you can find an artist who has perhaps been working in the 
shadows for 30 years, or you may find an artist who is fresh 
out of school. You also have access to the works of well-known 
artists – people who have already made a name for themselves. 
The single most important thing is to educate yourself and find out 
what the distinction is between decorative art and fine art. Once 
you know and respect the value of real art, you’ll be able to enjoy 
and appreciate it so much more – that will make your personal art 
collection more meaningful and more 
valuable to you.

For more information about the Art 
Eye Gallery, visit www.arteye.co.za 
or call 011 465 7695/ 
071 386 2198. You can also find 
them on Facebook. Search for: Art 
Eye Gallery. 


